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32.    The sending annually in rotation a few of our junior servants to
reside at the different cloth aurungs, we are satisfied, would be attended with
most useful consequences both to themselves and the service; it would save
them from a habit of idleness and examples of extravagance they are too much
liable to in Calcutta; they would soon acquire the country language and a
knowledge in cloth from its first principles, and be a check upon the gomastahs;
by this measure our young servants would acquire an early aptitude to business ,
and we shall have a constant succession of trained servants for the business of
the cottah, and in time the whole or the greatest part of the investment might
be provided by them to the exclusion of the gomastahs^ which would be a
very great and desireable improvement of your present plan; what encourage-
ment such junior servants should have by way of trade at such aurungs, you
will be the best judges of, and may regulate so as will give proper encourage-
ment to them, at the same time as to prevent interfering with our investments.
We leave the whole of this to your consideration and carrying into execution
according to the best of your judgements,
33.    From what we writ last year we must suppose you have been making
some enquiries as to the utility and manner of a resettlement at Patna.2   In
order to prevent any further loss of time we leave it to you, if you are convinced
it will be for the Company's interest to settle again there, to send one senior
servant under the degree of Council and one writer  thither upon the most
frugal plan to make the necessary enquiries for carrying on business to advan-
tage, and under your directions to make a beginning, but on no account to
launch out into schemes of trade.   You are to represent to us in the most
explicit manner the state of affairs at that place, together with your opinion
thereupon and wait for our further orders.
34.    We must also leave it to your consideration whether it may not be
for the Company's advantage to have a settlement at Agra, we mean only a
Resident with a writer or two for his assistance to live in an hired house at
a very moderate expence; if you are of opinion it is a proper measure, you
must give us your thoughts thereupon, form a plan for such a residence and
wait  for  our   further  orders,  unless  the  advantages  are  evident  and  the
expences small, in which cases you are at liberty to make a tryal without
waiting longer*
35.    Although we have mentioned both Patna and Agra under this head
of investments, we are well apprized that the value to the Company will depend
in   a   great   measure   upon   the   facilitating   the   vend   of   woollen   goods,
copper, lead and other European  articles, in particular the two first; this
therefore must fall under your consideration as a very material object of your
attention.
36.    If it is possible to come to an agreement with the Dutch so that there
should be but one purchaser for saltpetre either at Patna, Calcutta or elsewhere,
it would be attended with considerable advantage to them as well as this
Company, but then this agreement must be settled between the Presidencies
aM at the same time conducted with great secrecy.   Your Select Committee
are therefore hereby directed to sound and treat with a committee of the Dutch
Presidency at Hughly3 upon this point and report at a proper time their
proceedings to you as a Board in order for your determination and final
directions.